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Westminster City Manager, Mayor and City Council,

Apparently, a vote for Westminster’s budget will be coming up shortly.  From what I
remember, it is a budget of approximately $420 million, with a large portion of that
budget being devoted to a “water treatment plant” that will take out about 200 acres of
intact & thriving wildlife habitat as well as having the extra effect of displacing the
Butterfly Pavilion upon the “second phase” of its construction. All the while, the first
phase of this “NEW” water treatment plant will not even render residents the current
treatment capacity of the Semper and Northwest treatment plants.  This is all while
costing the Westminster residents over $220 million, plus 4.5% interest PER YEAR,
within the next “few years” (30 years). (Yeah, that’s really a great legacy to leave the
city with!) Then, an extra $200-$300+ million, plus inflation of tax-payer money will be
required for “the second phase” of its industrialized completion. YIKES!

In the meantime, water quality within Westminster is being ignored and is
deteriorating.  For instance, tonight there will be a reading about “ground water
quality” at 88th and Lowell, with a suggestion to ignore the water quality and to allow
the owners/developers to do with the property what they will, as – supposedly -
justified by Westminster’s Strategic Priority #4 – “ECONOMIC VITALITY”.  This
probably means the Westminster Economic Development group is being talked into
agreeing with either Berkely Homes or Uplands/Varde developers to ignore
safeguards of ground water quality so these for-profit entities can make money and
pretend that having developers/homebuilders make money is the same as doing good
for the city ... As per usual … GEEZ!

Please let me remind the current Westminster City Manager, Mayor and City Council
that the parcel of land at the southeast corner at the intersection of 88th and Lowell –
that is, the lot with the contaminated ground water slightly downhill and downstream
from the property in question tonight (and yes, water, including ground water, does
indeed flow downhill) was deemed to be too contaminated for new home construction
for the Uplands/Varde development cartel and was reserved for a “park”, instead.

This means that the property and water that tonight’s meeting is about should be
deemed even MORE contaminated.  Please read the attached Limited Phase II
Environmental Site Assessment Uplands Parcels Southeast of West 88th Avenue and
Lowell Boulevard Westminster, Colorado 80031 Project No. DN51,465.000-205-L1
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Now, I am all for limited commercial development in this area that would allow for
limited, rather than continual and cumulative use on the site, thereby reducing the risk
of continual and cumulative contamination effects of the site to people. That is, the
chemicals emitted into the groundwater from the old dry-cleaning business could be
mitigated by temporal and abbreviated use, rather than by continual use as would be
incurred if this were to be developed into housing or something like that. And I would
really like to see a pub, restaurant or other entertainment center at the old Davies
Locker location, as well as some other local businesses along this part of Lowell. 
Heck, the city might even meet its goal of a PEDESTRIAN-ORIENTED neighborhood
ideal that would increase walking, biking and other types of non-automobile transit to
local parks, restaurants and businesses (tax-generating commerce centers) since it is
obvious that promoting the Uplands which is more than two miles from any legitimate
“transit station” will never have the promised effect of reducing car and carbon
emissions as it was “billed” and rezoned for. Unfortunately, and in fact, the proposed
Uplands development will only exacerbate car and carbon emissions while also not
providing any real affordable housing except for the Section 8 housing that the City of
Westminster and CHFA is actually underwriting, rather than it being provided by the
Uplands/Varde group who promised to provide at least 15% “affordable housing" for
their portion of the development in this area.  This brings me to another issue of
deteriorating water quality that will not be corrected by building an expensive new
water treatment plant, but that should not be allowed to further contaminate
Westminster’s water:

The Uplands/Varde group has been involved with construction on a site that is within
the floodplain.  Building in a floodplain has not been allowed in Westminster since
1997.  Still, these developers have been given so many carte blanche privileges that
they continue to screw over land and residents on a continual basis by ignoring any &
all, city, state, or decency standards.  One of the standards they continue to ignore is
the fact that their construction is hitting ground water.  And the way they deal with this
is to ignore it and allow a precious resource like water to be drained from the site,
while allowing it to pick up sediments and contaminants downhill to create a drainage
nightmare of running water down Lowell, Shaw and Bradburn Boulevards.  This water
is entering open waterways and undermining downstream roads and properties. 
Instead of stopping the construction and putting safeguards into place, these clowns
keep violating stormwater runoff standards and pretending that by using the
semantics of “well, this isn’t stormwater, this is groundwater”, that it makes everything
OK.  No, it only makes things even WORSE!

But does the city do anything to correct this?  No, the City’s Economic Development
group just holds these guys’ hands so that they can inflict even MORE damage onto
the city and to turn this part of Westminster into a visual dump.  Let's face it, at the
last "Quarterly Update", it was revealed that people are starting to dump their old
mattresses and furniture into the site because it appears to be an open landfill.  And
Westminster City’s Planning and Engineering staff is not that much better in
correcting this land use disaster.

Good grief!  If I have to listen to one more “EXPERT” give advice to the city council
about things that the average Joe Blow can figure out on their own, well, I am just
about going to blow my stack!

That is, many of these “EXPERTS” are nothing but over-priced, self-serving



nincompoops with a great sales ability who know a gullible city council when they see
one.

Please stop catering to the self-serving nincompoops!

Sincerely, 
Karen Kalavity
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