BY AUTHORITY

ORDINANCE NO. 4281 COUNCILLOR'S BILL NO. 5
SERIES OF 2025 INTRODUCED BY COUNCILLORS
A BILL
FOR AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 7-1-10 OF THE WESTMINSTER MUNICIPAL
CODE

THE CITY OF WESTMINSTER ORDAINS:

Section 1. Section 7-1-10 W.M.C., is hereby AMENDED to read as follows, with new language
shown underlined and deleted language shown in strikethrough:

7-1-10. — Elections on Recall Petitions.
The procedure to recall an elective officer of the City shall be as follows:

(A) General Conditions: Any elective officer, as that term is defined in Article XXI of the Colorado
Constitution, may be removed from office by the qualified electors of the City after the officer has held
said office for at least six months. Prior to the filing of any recall petition one or more registered electors
of the City shall file with the City Clerk a notarized affidavit, of not more than 200 words, stating the
reasons for the recall of the officer sought to be removed. The City Clerk shall, within 48 hours after the
filing of said affidavit, mail a copy by registered mail to the officer sought to be recalled, who may file
with the City Clerk a sworn statement of not more than 300 words in defense of charges made against
him or her. The provisions of section 1-1-2(E), W.M.C., shall apply when computing a period of days
under to this section.

(B) Form of Petition: A petition for the recall of the officer sought to be removed and demanding an
clection of a successor to the officer named in the petition, signed by the requisite numbers of signatures,
as detailed below, shall be addressed to the eCouncil. No recall petition shall be circulated until the City
Clerk has determined it meets the requirements of this section as to form, and no petition shall be circulated
other than as approved as to form. The petition shall include the name of only one person to be recalled.
Said-The petition may be in sections of one or more sheets fastened-stapled securely at the top. All
sections of the petition shall be filed as one instrument, with the endorsement of the names and mailing
addresses of three registered electors of the City designated as the committee of petitioners filing the
same. To each petition section there shall be attached a signed, notarized, and dated affidavit by the
circulator of that section, stating the number of signers thereof and the affiant's printed name and address,
that the affiant is 18 years of age or older, that each signature thereon is the genuine signature of the
person whose name it purports to be, and that each signature was made in the presence of the affiant
circulator.

At-the-top-On the first page of each section of the petition and onf each signature page shall be
printed the following warning in bold-faced type:

WARNING:
IT IS AGAINST THE LAW:
For anyone to sign this petition with any name other than one's own, or to knowingly sign one's
name more than once for the same measure, or to sign such petition when not a registered elector.
Do not sign this petition unless you are a registered elector. To be a registered elector, you must
be a citizen of Colorado and registered to vote in Westminster.



Do not sign this petition unless you have read or have had read to you the proposed measure in its
entirety and understand its meaning.
Below the warning shall be printed the title: "Petition to recall (name of person sought to be
recalled) from the office of (title of office)." Below the title shall be printed a copy of the
charges previously filed with the City Clerk.

(©) Petition Signatures: Each registered elector signing the petition shall add the signer's printed
name, the date of signing, his or her place of residence by street and number, and the county designation,
after his or her signature. If the petition seeks the recall of the Mayor, then the petition shall be signed
by registered clectors entitled to vote for a successor to the incumbent sought to be recalled equal in
number to 25 percent of the entire vote cast for the office of Mayor at the last preceding regular election
held in the City for that office.

If the petition seeks the recall of a non-mayoral councillor, then the recall petition shall be signed by
registered electors entitled to vote for a successor to the incumbent sought to be recalled equal in number
to 25 percent of the entire vote cast at the last preceding regular election held in the City for all non-
mayoral candidates, such entire vote being divided by the number of all officers elected to the office of
councillor at the last preceding regular election held in the City.

(D) Filing and Examination of Petition: The petition shall be filed in the office of the City Clerk not
more than 60 days after the affidavit making charges against said officer has been filed. Within 15 days
of the filing of said petition, the City Clerk shall ascertain, by examination of the petition and the
registration books, whether the petition is signed by the requisite number of registered electors and shall
attach thereto his or her certificate showing the result of such examination. If the petition is insufficient,
the City Clerk shall forthwith, in writing, notify one or more of the persons designated as the committee
of petitioners. The petition may be withdrawn and amended within 15 days from the filing of the
certificate. The City Clerk, within five days after such amendment, shall make like examination of the
amended petition and attach thereto a certificate of the result. If the petition is still insufficient, the City
Clerk shall return it to cach of the persons designated as a member of the committee of petitioners,
without prejudice to the filing of a new petition for the same person. If the petition or amended petition
is found sufficient, the City Clerk shall submit the same with his or her certificate to the eCouncil without
delay. A protest pursuant to C.R.S. § 31-4-503(3)(b) may be filed with the City Clerk within 15 days
after the City Clerk issues either the initial certificate or the certificate following examination of a
withdrawn and amended petition. If no protest is filed, Fthe City Clerk's determination of sufficiency or
insufficiency is final. If a protest is filed, the determination of the hearing officer pursuant to a hearing
held in accordance with C.R.S. § 31-4-503(3)(b) shall be final, and no party shall be entitled to more than

one hearing on the same petition.

(E) Call for Election: Upon receipt of the City Clerk's certificate, the eCouncil, if the officer sought
to be removed does not resign within five days thereafter, shall order an election by resolution, which
shall contain the time periods for candidates to file their nomination petitions to succeed the person
sought to be recalled. Such election shall be held on a Tuesday fixed by the eCouncil not less than 90
days from the date the Council orders such election; provided, however, that if any other City election
will occur within 120 days after the date the Council orders the recall election-45-nermeore-than-60-days

>

e, the Council shall

postpone and consolidate the recall election with such other city election.
[There are no amendments to subsections F through J.]
Section 2. This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage after second reading. The title and

purpose of this ordinance shall be published prior to its consideration on second reading. The full text of
this ordinance shall be published within ten (10) days after its enactment after second reading.



INTRODUCED, PASSED ON FIRST READING, AND TITLE AND PURPOSE ORDERED
PUBLISHED this 17" day of March, 2025.

PASSED, ENACTED ON SECOND READING, AND FULL TEXT ORDERED PUBLISHED
this 31% day of March, 2025.

ATTEST:

Mayor

City Clerk APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM:

City Attorney’s Office



